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INTRODUCTION 
 

Although we have not been able to gather together as a large body in our 
annual act of remembrance at the museum, we set aside this precious 
time on Armistice Day when a few of us will lay wreaths on behalf of us all, 
stand in silence, and remember. This year, as we recall and give thanks 
for the service, contribution and sacrifice of military and civilian servicemen 
and servicewomen in both world wars and later conflicts, we are especially 
mindful of the 75 years since the end of the 2nd World War and 80 years 
since the Battle of Britain. We give thanks for all those who served in the 
Royal Navy, Army, Royal Air Force, Merchant Navy and the many other 
military and civilian arms of the free world’s struggle for survival, victory 
and peace during 1939-1945, before then, and ever since. 

 
 
A READING FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT:  JOHN 15:12-13 

 
 
This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 

 
 
PRAYER 

 
Loving God, as we gather here today, our hearts are full of memories of 
friends and comrades who served under arms in the great wars of the last 
century, the conflicts of this century, and those who are serving this nation 
today. We come to remember those who fell in battle and those who, while 
they did not die, offered their bodies, minds, hearts, and energies to 
fighting for a better world. 
 
As we stand on the site of former R.A.F. Winthorpe, we pray especially for 
the Royal Air Force and all those who continue to work, often in immense 
danger, for justice and peace. We ask for God’s guidance that we may 
hold courageously to the values we profess, that we may indeed do his 
will. 
 
We ask Lord that you would grace us with your presence, that you would 
help us in our pain, and that you would hear our prayers and have regard 
for our thoughts this day. Bless us - and bless all those who gave the best 
of themselves for our country - we ask it in Jesus' name. Amen 

  



A READING FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT:  PSALM 23 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green 
pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads 
me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are 
with me; your rod and your staff — they comfort me. You prepare a table 
before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my 
cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

 
 
THE ACT OF REMEMBERANCE 
 

Exhortation 
 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old. Age shall not 
weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning, we will remember them. 
 
We will remember them 

 
There follows a 2 minute Silence 
 
Kohima Epitaph 
 

When you go home tell them of us and say, 
“For your tomorrow, we gave our today.” 

 
 
THE LAYING OF WREATHS AND CLOSING PRAYERS 
 

We lay our wreaths, and after a thoughtful silence, offer a closing prayer 
 

Almighty and eternal God, from whose love in Jesus we cannot be 
parted, either by life or death, we give you thanks for all whom we 
remember this day, and ask that you would so work your good 
purposes in us that we might honour those who have gone before us 
and share with them in your eternal joy. 
 
Now, Lord, grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest; and to us 
and all humankind in this uncertain world, peace, freedom, and well-
being; and may your blessing be on us and stay with us always. Amen 
 


